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From The Pastor’s Desk
Really, In All Things?

Several expressed appreciation for last week’s Extender article in
which | wrote about our son Tim. As | said, we’re certain that had
you known him, you would have liked him.

Since his death last November, I've thought a lot about Romans
8:28, which says, “And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose.”

| must admit that, when first reminded of this verse last fall, my first
thought was, “Really, in all things? Certainly not in something like
this.” But then | decided to trust Him and keep my eyes open for
any good that might result from this tragedy in my life.

It's only been 8 months, but here are several things I've noticed
already: One, it's brought Sally and me closer together (when
“experts” predicted the opposite would be true). Two, we're closer
to our two other children, speaking more openly (and often) about
the important things of life. Three, I've had the opportunity to coun-
sel with others who have experienced a similar tragedy, including
one who was not a Christian. And four, | believe it's helped me
empathize with people who are suffering in other ways.

To “empathize” means to identify with and understand somebody
else’s feelings, difficulties or grief. In the past, | wouldn’t say |
faked it, but it was pretty superficial. Now, it goes much deeper,
which I think allows me to offer better support.

The rock band REM (not a Christian band) has a song entitled
“Everybody Hurts” and they got it exactly right . . . everybody hurts,
sometime. Grief is universal and a natural reaction to the experi-
ence of loss. That's the key word: loss. Whenever you or | lose
something (obviously, something of value), we tend to grieve that
loss. Sally and | are grieving the loss of our son through death. A
friend of mine is grieving the loss of his marriage through marital
unfaithfulness. Their children are grieving the loss of a stable
home. Another friend is grieving the loss of a dream brought about
by a business failure. Yet another friend is grieving the loss of his
ability to do certain things he loves to do as a result of health prob-
lems.

Especially in the body of Christ, we should be attentive to other
people’s experience of loss and then offer comfort in the power of
the Holy Spirit. This brings me back to my earlier point about God
using our own suffering (grieving) for good. Il Corinthians 1:3-4
puts it so well: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”

In appreciation of you,

Pastor Dan
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VBS SCHEDULE
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One Great Hour of Sharing Total:

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
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To all my church family

THANK YOU

for all the cards, gifts, prayers
and visits
Karyn Gilpatric
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You Are Invited

What:  Baby Shower

Who: Megan Culver

When:  August 14th- 9:30am-11:30am
Where: FBC New FFellowship Hall

Come and go baby shower for Megan and baby boy.
Target

Babies R Us
Gymboree

They are registered at:

Sweet Dreams Boutique

Contact Luann Hansen for more info 579-9554
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God of all comfort will uphold and comfort you during

this time.
Il Cor. 1:2-4

The purpose of the First Baptist Church is to bring people to Jesus
and to develop them to Christ-like maturity.




