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From The Pastor’s Desk 
 

     As is my custom on Monday mornings, I sat 

down to work on my written message to you for this 

week’s Extender.  I prayed for the Holy Spirit to put 

a topic on my heart and then I waited, but nothing 

came.   
 

     I worked on a couple of other things and went 

back to the subject at hand and again - “Nothing.”  I 

was bewildered by the lack of inspiration.  Several 

minutes had passed and all I had was “From The 

Pastor’s Desk” and an empty text box below it.  

Then, it struck me, “...The Pastors Desk!”   
 

     I turned from my computer to look at a desk 

which is more of a combination inbox and outbox; 

strewn with various paper, commentaries, Bibles, 

magazines, and other items waiting to be filed, dis-

patched, thrown away or used.  And my mind is the 

same way.  It is not that I have nothing to talk about, 

I have too much.  I need focus.  I need clarity.  Does 

the old saying “you can’t see the forest for the trees” 

ring a bell.   
 

     Do you ever feel like that in your walk with 

Christ - that there is so much in God’s Word to think 

about that you don’t seem to think about any of it?  

There is so much in God’s Word that you want to do 

that you don’t seem to do any of it? 
 

     It occurs to me that if we focused on the Heart of 

God we would not have that problem.  That was the 

problem the Pharisees had.  They tried to do it all 

and they couldn’t.  That is why Jesus broke it down 

for them so simply.  The greatest commandment is 

to love God.  Forget trying to live up to all the laws 

and just love God.  Then He said love your neighbor 

as yourself.  He even explained it when He went on 

to say that all the other commandments are based on 

these. 
 

     His point was that the main thing is to make sure 

the main thing remain the main thing.  Loving God 

is the main thing, and if we do the main thing, on 

which all other things are based, they too will get 

done.  Following the law, loving your neighbor, 

worshipping God, being a good person, performing 

good works; they all come from the MAIN THING -  

LOVING GOD! 

TITHES & OFFERINGS  

November 15, 2009  

  

2009 Budgeted Gen. Fund $5,875.25 

General Fund Offering $6,136.78 

Missions $     75.00    

RMMO $   100.00 

FOR THE RECORD      
November 15, 2009  

  

Sunday School 100 

Previous Sunday 113 

Morning Worship -8:00… 100 10:30… 97 

Previous Sunday -  8:00... 105 10:30… 99 

Morning Worship A Year Ago 229 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
 

Go to www.fbcharlan.org  

Click on “Members Only” 

The username is:  harlan 

The password is:  baptist 

Click on “Submit” 

SERVICE TIMES & HELPERS 

November 22, 2009 

  

8:00 - CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
    

NFH Greeters:     Elliott Britt & Macie Sorensen 

East Doors:   Kayle Stremler 

Nursery  

Attendants:  
Tom & Dana Williams  

Next Week:   Brad & Kathleen Sorensen 

Ushers:  Jeff & Karla Hundt 

    

9:15 - SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR YOUTH 

           ADULT PRAYER TIME IN NFH 

9:30 - SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

  

10:30—TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

  
Greeters: Jenny Weisenborn & Abbi Outhouse 

Nursery  

Attendants:  
Bob & Bonnie Burton 

Next Week:  Jim and Jane Jensen 

Ushers: 
Myron Sorensen, James Nelson, 

Norm Mathiasen and Fred Nelson 



 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 
The purpose of the First Baptist Church is to bring people to Jesus 

and to develop them to Christ-like maturity. 

 

YOU’RE INVITED 

Thanksgiving Open House on Friday November 

20 from  9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at all Shelby County 

Bank Locations.  Please come enjoy refreshments 

and register to win one of seven turkey. 

 

Darlene Arentson  

 

 

 

 

FEED MY SHEEP 

Help First Baptist Church 

feed God’s sheep spiritually 

and physically.   

 

Thank you for your generous 

donations to our first Sunday 

collection of non-perishables 

for the food bank at West Central.  Because many 

of us forgot about this monthly third Sunday 

event, we will put the barrel back out this coming 

Sunday so that you might still be blessed by giv-

ing. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

Collection for the Operation Christmas Child shoe-

boxes is November 21st.  If you are making a box, 

please drop it by the church office.  For more infor-

mation on Operation Christmas Child, visit 

www.samaritanspurse.org 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
 
The improvement projects on the church 
and parsonage are now close to comple-
tion. Many people have helped in various 
ways and things are looking very good.  We 
anticipated that we would have to borrow 
about $75,000 to do the project. We have 
already received over $7000 and will be col-
lecting offerings all through the month of 
November toward this project. The diacon-
ate approved using this year’s Thanksgiving 
offering to reduce the amount of money that 
we will need to borrow. Each dollar that 
comes in means we will borrow less from 
the bank. Please prayerfully consider what 
your part should be for this offering. Desig-
nate Thanksgiving offering or Improvement 
Project on your offering check. As Pastor 
Roger reminded us, please do not take 
away from your weekly tithe or offering to 
donate to this offering. If you have any 
questions contact Corey Sorensen or Joel 
Berndt. 

2009 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

Adventures in Odyssey  

 

“Peace On Earth - Adventures in Odyssey” is 

coming to First Baptist Church for the com-

bined Christmas service on Sunday, December 

20th!   

 

All of our children will be in the program so 

make sure they are in Sunday school to practice 

every week.   

 

The casting for the Adventures in Odyssey epi-

sode has been announced: 
 

Mr. Whittaker...Austin Knudsen 

Tom Riley...Ben Lucas 

Eugene Meltzner...Josh Lucas 

Jimmy Barclay...Kolten Stremler 

George Barclay...Will Lansman 

Connie Kendall...Madison Lotenschtein 

Mary Barclay...April French 

Donna Barclay...Jenny Weisenborn 

Chris...Kayle Stremler 
 

Play the piano or sing?  Build sets?  Type or 

sew costumes?  Your help is needed.  Contact 

June Schleimer at 712-764-3527 or cele-

bra8@metc.net. 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
    
¶ Crystal Pash ¶ Eldora Peterson 

¶ Viola Waddell ¶ Geraldine Hansen 

¶ June Schleimer’s 

Aunt Bonnie 

¶ Lori Fast (Lucille 

Paulsen’s granddaugh-

ter) 

¶ Darlene Blakely ¶ BYF Ministry 

¶ Our troops ¶ SCCO 

¶ Our sister churches in 

Latvia 

¶ Pastoral Search 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday   

6:00 am Promise Keepers Bible Study 

6:30-8:00 pm Griefshare in the Library 

7:00-9:00 pm Fresh Start - Sr.High Rm. 

Tuesday   
2:00 pm - Serendipity Adult Bible Study in 

Seeker’s classroom 

Wednesday   
6:45 pm - BYF 

Thursday 

2:00 pm - American Baptist Women 

NEXT WEEK 

Office will be closed Thursday and Friday for 

Thanksgiving. 

Pastor Gary and Janie Nelson are celebrating 50 

years of marriage with an open house reception from 

1:30 - 3:30 p.m., Sunday, November 29, 2009 at 

Cherry Hills Baptist Church in Springfield, IL.  

Cards and letters may be sent to 3102 Spring Mill 

Dr., Springfield, IL 62704. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Dennis Langbehn - November 23rd 

Val Langbehn - November 26th 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org

